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Kierkegaard Who Actually
Emigrated to America
Niels Andreas Kierkegaard , born April 13, 1809, was apparently
destined by his father, a merchant in Copenhagen, to take over the
family business . His two brothers were top students in the
University-bound curriculum, but Niels was steered into business.
Dissatisfaction with the course his life was taking and frustration
with parental pressure led him in 1832 to seek advance payment
on his inheritance and to emigrate to America, where he by no
means lived the life of a prodigal son . In letters to his family, the
first one from Providence, Rhode Island , and dated January 8,
1833, he told of the cold reception he had received in New York
and Boston as a tradesman . In February, he wrote about the
difficulty of keeping a job in his trade. There was ample
opportunity for artisans and laborers in America, he said opportunity for everyone except office workers without skill in the
English language, without money, without excellent recommendations. Yet in the brief nine months he lived in the United States,
Niels Kierkegaard endeared himself to many people before he died
on September 21, 1833, at the home of a family by the name of
Rogers. He was buried in Paterson, New Jersey, with about two
hundred people present, "amongst whom were some of the most
respectable residents of our place." So wrote the Episcopal priest
who was with Niels at his death and conducted the funeral service.
Mrs. Rogers also wrote to the family in a letter that clearly shows a
strong bond of affection between the Rogers family and the Danish
immigrant who was fated not to live even one year in the land of
promise and opportunity.
(Sou rce: Carl Waltzer, Peter and S(lren Kierkegaard Copenhagen :
(1936.) G.E. C. Gads Forlag.

Howard V. Hong is professor-emeritus of philosophy at St. Olaf College. Edna Hong, the
wife of Dr. Hong, is a popular and prolific writer. Both are graduates of St. Olaf College.
The Howard and Edna Hong Sp-en Kierkegaard Library was established at St. Olaf
College in 1976, and holds the extensive personal collection of the Hong's of the writings
of Kierkegaard.
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